 

NORTH RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 200
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2021
5:30 PM
IN THE LIBRARY
FLAG SALUTE

 

     I. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER:
Chairman Banas called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 
Board Members Present: Chairman Jim Banas; Vice-Chairman Bob Sholes; and Director Julie Miles. Director Deborah Koehn was excused.
Others Present: Interim Superintendent/Business Manager, Pam Pratt.
 

    II. VISITORS:
Danae and Kyle Poukkula, Lorenzo and Aliyah Churape, Dan Brown, Gerald Mertl.
There were several zoom visitors.
 

   III. CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA:
There were no changes to the agenda.
 

   IV. MINUTES: July 19, 2021, Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
Director Sholes motioned to approve July 19, 2021, Regular Board Meeting Minutes as amended. Director Miles seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

    V. PUBLIC COMMENTARY:
There was no Public Commentary.
 

   VI. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT:
(a) Financial: The Interim Supt/Business Manager reported an ending cash balance of $205,301.00. 
(b)  Transfer Funds--the amount will be $75,085.43, $75,000 being the loan repayment and $85.43 being the interest repayment. Interest repayment is based on the .1139% investment rate provided to me by Shelly at the County Treasurer's office. 
 

  VII. DIRECTOR'S REPORT(S): Chairman Banas—Board Policy 1000—Legal Status and Operation
Chairman Banas read Board Policy 1000- Legal Status and Operation.
 

 VIII. OLD BUSINESS:
(A) Director Carolyn Lande's resignation Director Sholes, motioned to accept Carolyn Lande's resignation with regret. He further stated that Carolyn was an asset to the Board, and she had many different ideas. Chairman Banas seconded the motion and Bob's words. The motion carried unanimously.
 

 

NOTE: Interim Superintendent Pratt read a statement to the Board regarding the hiring process. The position was advertised on the Daily World, School's News Letter, Website, and Facebook.
There was a second applicant, but he withdrew his application on Monday, August 9, before the interview. I saved the correspondence between him and me in case there was a Public record Request.
 

The hiring committee consisted of Bob Sholes, Julie Miles, Rich Brock, Danae Poukkula, Bridget Greiner, Sean Pierson, Ralph Delaney, Jeff Schreck, Stan Smith, Faith, and Anni Devine.
 

The Superintendent wanted to address the Board before a decision was made regarding hiring Joe Fuquay.
 

She stated that she had a conversation with Joe regarding some accusations that a community member and a staff member brought to her attention. Joe did not deny that it happened and stated that he made some poor choices. However, he did assure me that it would not happen again moving forward. She wanted to be transparent with the process and wanted to share this information with the Board. 
 

   IX. NEW BUSINESS:
(A) New Hires: Para-pro Position, Jamie Gonzalez Merino, and Transportation/Maintenance/Project Manager—Joe Fuquay 
Chairman Banas motioned to hire Jamie Gonzalez Merino for the Para position. Director Miles seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Chairman Banas made a motion to hire Joe Fuquay for the Transportation/Maintenance/Project Manager position. Director Sholes seconds the motion.
Vote by Roll Call: Jim Banas, I, Ms. Miles, I, Bob Sholes, I. The motion carried unanimously.
 

(B) Business Manager's Contract—Pam Pratt
Chairman Banas made a motion to approve the Business Manager's Contract for Pam Pratt. Director Sholes seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

(C) State COLA 2% for the Certificated and Classified staff (2021-2022)
Chairman Banas motioned to approve the two percent State COLA raise for the Certificated and Classified staff for 2021-2022. Director Miles seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

(D) YMCA Swim Contract for the Elementary (I applied for a grant to cover the cost.) Parents transport their children from Cosi Bus Stop to the YMCA. 
Superintendent Pratt stated that the school was awarded a grant to pay for the swim lessons this year. Director Sholes motioned to approve the contract. Director Miles seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

    X. TRAVEL:
September 26-28 WASA Superintendent's Conference - Lake Chelan $375.00 Conference and $300 (plus taxes/fees) for a room. Total $675.00.
Chairman Banas motioned to approve the Superintendent to attend, and the district will pay for the WASA Superintendent's Conference at Lake Chelan. Director Sholes seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

   XI. PUBLIC COMMENTARY:
Lorenzo Churape stated that he liked seeing the Financial Spreadsheet and the Budget Status Reports on the school's website. Jamie Gonzalez Merino thanked the Board for hiring her. Bridget Greiner thanked the Board for hiring Joe back.
 

  XII. VOUCHERS:
Director Miles motioned to approve signing the vouchers. Director Sholes seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

 XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
There was no Executive Session.
 

 XIV. ADJOURNMENT:
Director Miles motioned to adjourn at 6:10 PM. Chairman Banas seconds the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

Mission Statement: Prepared for Life. Every Student Matters. Every Moment Counts.
